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-~ By: Dr. Jawdat Ahmad Sa'adeh
Education Depte—Yarmouk Univ. ( Irbid-Jordan )

The purpose of the study was to answer =he following
major question:

1. Are there statistically significat differences(e<=0,05)
between students' acquisitions of direction skills in

the preparatory stage, due to the sex?

To answer the former question, the following main
hypothesis has been tested: " There is no statistically signif-
icant differences (ec= 0.05) between male and femele students
acquisitions of direction skills in the preparatory stage,

The secondary hypotheses related to every grade level and to
the sSecondary direction skills, have been also tested.

The sample of the study was consisted of (1012) male
and female students in the preparatory stage., They have been
chosen randomly from schools directed by Eidoun Educational
Office around the Jordanian City of Irbid.

An instrument has been developed by the researcher for
the purpose of the study. It was consisted of the following
three subscales: (1) a scale of cardinal directions, (2) a scale
of secondary directions, and (c)a scale of using directions in
the dailylife. Each subscale consisted of (50) it=ms, with
a total of (150) items for the instrument as a whole.

The instrument has been distributed to a jury of (66)
persons, to insure its content validity. The reliadbility Coef-
ficient was calculated by using (KR 20) formula. It was 0.97
for the instrument as a whole, .91 for the subscale of cardinal
directions, 0.90 for the subscale of secondary directions, and

0.93 for the subscale of using directions in the daily life.
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The "t" test of two independent samples, has been
used , to test the difference between means of male and female
students' acquisitions of three direction skills,

The "t" test values showed that there were statis-
tically significant differences (o<¢=0,05) between male and
female students' aquisitions of cardinal direction skiil in
the three qrade levels of preparatory stage, in favor of male
students. Also , statistically significant differences(e<= 0.01
and o< = 0.001) were found between male and female students'
acquisitions of secondary directions (in the second preparatory
class) and students' acquisitions of using directions in the
daily life in the third preparatory class, in favor of male
students.,

The researcher believed that there were few reasons
behind the result, These are:

1. Most of female teachers have community college diploma

~

while most of male teachers have B,A, in geography.

2. Teaching experiences mean of male teachers is greater
than that of female teachers

3. Male students interact effectively in their environ-
ments, more than female students, since the Arab customs
and traditions of Jordanian pepole try to keep female
students, especially teen-agers in the house most
of the time, while male students of the same age can
help their fathers in their jobs, or even work if they

have enough time to do so.

The researcher recommended that more studies related
to the effect of teachers' experiences and degrees on the
students acquisitions of direction skills should be conducted,
more field trips especially for female students should be
planned to use directions in their environments, and more
workshops should be conducted for geography teachers to
increase their knowledge and their teaching effectiveness of

map reading skills.



