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A Study of the Attitudes Towards the Role of Social
Studies in Education
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Associate Professor, Assistant Professor” and Lecturer”
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dan.

The purpose of the study is to test the followng hypotheses:

1- Social Studies specialists (teachers, principals and supervisors) have
positive attitudes toward the importance of social studies roles,
specified by a measuring instrument prepared for this purpose at (o< =

0.05).

2- Social studies specialists (teachers, principals and supervisors) have the
same level of attitudes toward each role of the social studies at (oc =
0.05).

A sample of 205 subjects was randomly selected from Irbid Educational
District to represent three groups: teachers, principals and supervisors.

An instrument of eight subscales was developed by Sa’adeh for measur-
ing attitudes toward eight roles of social studies. Validity and reliability of
the instrument were sufficient for the research purposes. The attitude of
each subject towards each role was described quantitatively. The data were
manipulated statistically using “t”, pooled or separated, to test the first
hypothesis, while One-Way ANOVA was used to test the second
hypothesis.

The results indicated that social studies specialists have positive attitudes
toward the importance of social studies roles in life situations, and they
have an equal level of attitude strength toward each role.

The positive agreement between direction and strength of social studies
specialists’ attitudes, may be due to their common understanding of social
studies principles, values and skills regardless of their functions.

The efficiency of norms used by the Ministry of Education for placement
purposes of the three groups is questioanble. These norms should be mod-
ified, new skills, principles and values should be developed in social studies
curricula and further research about priorities of social studies roles should
be conducted.





