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The Effect of Some Variables, on the University Students' Acquisition of Critical
Thinking Skills

Jawdar A, Seadefe*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investipating the effect of some variables (birth order, achievement level, academic

specialty area in the secondary school, housing location, and sex) on the university students’ acquisitions of

three critical thinking skills (Inferring, induction, and discrimination),

To achieve the study cbjectives, the researcher developed a (25) item multiple choice test, after he insured
its validity by a group of judges, and after he calculated its test reliability, which was 0.86.
Means, standard diviations, one-way ANOWVA, t-test, and Schefee test for multiple comparisons, have been

used, The main results were as follows:

[. There were no statistical significant differences between students' acquisitions of critical thinking skills,

due to their birth order, housing location and sex,

r

There were statistical significant differences between students' acquisitions of critical thinking skills,

due to the achievement level variable (high, medium, low), in favor of students who have high level of

achievement.

3. There were statistical significant differences berween students' acquisitions of critical thinking skills,
due to their specialty area in the high school (scientific, literary streams), in favor of the scientific

stream students.

Keywords: Critical Thinking, Skills, University Students, Birth Order, Achievement Level,
Academic Specialty Area, Housing Location, Sex.
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