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SOCIAL STUDIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Jawdat Ahmad Sa'aada.
Department of Education
Yarmouk quversity

Educators and social scientists have already defined both social
studies and social sciences. Most have agreed that social studies
represent that part of theschool curriculum that has been chosen from
the social science disciplines in order to achieve instructional goals
and objectives.

At the same time, they define the social sciences as those disciplines
that ara ennaerrned with man and his interaction with the environment
on the one hand, and with the people around him on the other. These
disciplines include anthropology, economics, geography, history,
political science, psychology, and sociology.

There are some similarities and differences between social studies
and social sciences. Both are concerned with human relations and
activities. But they differ in that the scope of the social sciences is
broader than that of social studies. Moreover, the major goal of the
soclal sciences is to discover new knowledge and information, while
the main purpose of social studies is to create good citizens who are
active as decision-makers when dealing with the problems they face.
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