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An Analytical Study of Kolb’s Experiential Learning Theory and its
Applications on Schools

Prof. Jawdat Ahmad Saadeh

Abstract;

This study aimed at answering five main questions highly related to
Kolb’s experiential learning theory and its applications on schools. To
answer thise questions,the researcher applied an analytical descriptive
method of research that depends on studying the real situation as it is and
describes it with some details, and presents it in a qualitative way, in order
to achieve some conclusions related to the developing of the existing
situation. The researcher also reviewedmany English resources such as
valuable books and research papers that highly related to the Kolb’s
experiential learning theory. The researcher finally concluded that the
experiential learning theory model has two trends related to the matter of
understanding the experience itself. They were concrete experience and
abstract conceptualization, in addition to two philosophical trends such as
reflective observation and active experimentation.According to the
relationship between learning styles and Kolb’s experiential learning theory,
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there were  four real types of learning: Divergent learning, convergent
learning, assimilation learning and accommodation learning. Also there
were five factors influencing learning styles such as personality types, early
educational specialization, professional career, current job roleand adaptive
competencies. Later on, new more trends in experiential learning theory
have been appeared like: The northerner learning, the southerners learning,
the easterner learning, the westerners learning and the balanced learning.
This paper also deaft with the necessary steps for applying experiential
learning in schools such as act, reflect and apply. The researcher
recommended that teachers’ trainers, curriculum deveiyopers should get a
real benefit from the valuable information presented in this paper, and a
field study should be conducted about the effect of three types of learning, on
students’ achievement and creative thinking.

Key Words: Analytical study, experiential learning, theory, school
applications.
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